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	Every year, since 1915, Armenians all over the world have commemorated the massacre of half of their nation within the Ottoman Empire, the deportation of the other half, the forcible and illegal seizure of their land and the destruction of their ancient cultural heritage.  “The important point in understanding a tragedy [the Armenian] is ...the fact that more than half the Armenian population perished and the rest -were forcibly driven from their ancestral homeland” (Richard Hovannisian, Remembrance and Denial, 1998,15.)


	The year 2000 represents the 85th anniversary of that Genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire in 1915-1923 and carried out by the "Young Turk" government. With their commemoration of the Genocide, Armenians everywhere are attesting their respect to their Martyrs, honoring their Martyrdom and expressing their indignation and resentment toward the indifference by the nations of the world in the face of the first Genocide of modem history and the great Crime committed, eighty five years ago, at the hands of the Ottoman authorities and their successors. One and a half million Armenians


were killed out of a total of 2,250,000 Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.


	Seizing the opportunity presented by the first World War 1915, the Turkish Government began the well planned and premeditated systematic program to exterminate the Armenians living in historic Armenia and other parts of the Ottoman Empire. This was an "unprecedented catastrophe in human affairs" and the first mass-murder of a people in the 20th century with the purpose to "destroy completely all Armenians living in Turkey" as stated by Talaat Pasha, Turkish Minister of the Interior in his cipher-telegram addressed to the Government of Aleppo on September 16, 1915.





"Let's restate the facts, if only to reestablish an atmosphere of sanity: Ottoman Turkey planned before the first World War to exterminate the Armenians, in order to create a unitary, pan-Turanian, state. It was a racist ideology; and the war provided convenient cover.  The first Armenians murdered were the ones who had been the most loyal to Turkey - parliamentarians, soldiers- and the genocide that followed embraced all of Anatolia, from the Aegean to the Iranian border, with the exception of a very few large cities with foreign embassies. There were numerous mass executions..." (Dr. James Russell, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Speech in commemoration of the 84th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, Toronto, Canada, 25 April 1999.)





	Armenians throughout Eastern Turkey were called from their homes, often in a house by house search.  First the Armenian young men were drafted into the army but were to be disarmed after a short period, transferred to labor battalions and then massacred in groups.  Next, on April 24, 1915, came the arrest of prominent Armenian intellectuals and national leaders in Istanbul: they were exiled to the interior of Anatolia, where they were massacred.  Finally, the order was issued by the Turkish authorities for the deportation of all Armenians- the elderly men and women and children who were left behind.  Often they were massacred on the spot, many were driven south into the Syrian desert where they fell prey to special gangs organized by the authorities and to "guards" assigned to the caravans of deportees.  No one was intended to survive these death marches to concentration camps in the desert.  "The Ottoman Young homeland, with its own hands, annihilated his own children, the majority of whom were serving under its flag.  It pillaged their homes, raped their daughters, kidnapped their women, dispersed their families, burned their villages, deported the survivors and inflamed the dead bodies." (Brother Hyacinth Simon, O.P., Mardine la ville heroique, July 1916, 29.)


	In an official census in the Ottoman Empire before the outbreak of the war Armenians numbered about 2,250,000. After the war 300,000 Armenians left for the Russian region of Armenia, while another 400,000, who were mainly the survivors of the caravans, found refuge in SYRIA and in LEBANON, then in FRANCE, UNITED STATES and throughout the rest of the world. The others were systematically massacred in completion of the premeditated plan.


	The first Genocide of the 20th century of which the Armenian people were the victim, has neither been recognized by Turkey nor by the nations of the world. The Turkish government today denies that there was an Armenian genocide and refuses to admit its responsibility. The world continues to remain silent and indifferent regarding this historical and tragic event.


	Today, April 24, 2000, 85 years after the Genocide, the Armenians are gathered in the different continents of the world to pray, to testify, to confirm and to remember the tragic but heroic events of 1915.  They commemorate this great tragedy on April 24, because it was on that day in 1915 when 300 Armenians leaders, writers, intellectuals and professionals in Constantinople (present day Istanbul) were rounded up, deported and killed.


	Our Armenian Community of Greater Detroit in unison with and as a part of the commemorative program prepared by the "Detroit United Committee for the Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide" will gather at St. Hugo of the Hills, Roman Catholic Church, on April 24, 2000 at 7:30 p.m., to celebrate the Memorial Requiem Mass in Armenian Catholic Rite expressing the proper reverence, respect and recognition to the 1.5 Million Martyrs:  Men, Women, Children, Priests, Bishops, Archbishops, Monks, Nuns, Intellectuals, Leaders, Artists and Politicians who gave their lives to remain faithful to two inseparable ideals:  Christian Faith and Armenian Identity.


	Our gathering this year on this occasion is a unique event, and it will remain in the history of the Armenian Community of Greater Detroit a memorable date and celebration.  It is for the first time that such a commemoration has taken place under the Auspices of the Archdiocese of Detroit and its Archbishop, His Eminence ADAM CARDINAL MAIDA, represented by His Excellency, The Most Reverend Bishop KEVIN BRITT, who will preside at the Divine Liturgy and deliver the Homily.


	It is a great honor for all Armenians to know and to realize that the Genocide of 1915 perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire before, during and after the First World War was and still is the object of the attention, care and reclamation of the Roman Catholic Church here and everywhere throughout the world.  Popes, Catholicos-Patriarchs, Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Missionaries etc...from the Catholic Church have delivered to the post-history of the Genocide the most important and undeniable documentation and testimony confirming the cruel reality and historicity of the Armenian Genocide.  Their voice preceded, accompanied and followed all other voices which were raised to stigmatize this horrible crime.


	To the Supreme Pontiff, BENEDICT XV goes the honor and the privilege of having been the First Official Personality to make the voice of Justice heard and this in the most solemn manner and on the highest level.


	In a historical letter dated September 10, 1915, to the Sultan of Turkey, MOHAMMED V, the Pope complained bitterly about the very sorrowful lot of the Armenians subjected, in vast Ottoman domains, to indescribable sufferings. Here are some excerpts from that letter, the first official document describing the atrocities:





“ ...At the same time we hear, with greatest sorrow, the echo of the murmurs of the sufferings of a entire nation, that on a vast Ottoman soil went through indescribable tortures.





“The Armenian Nation has already seen the massacre of many, many of its children, and much more than that the countless others- among them very many clergy, even bishops imprisoned or exiled.





“And now, we are told and referred that entire populations of villages and cities are being forced to leave their home, in order to be transferred, with unspeakable hardships and sufferings, to remote places of concentration, where besides the moral anguish, they are forced to endure and undergo deprivation of the most squalid misery and a hunger torment."





	His Beatitude, IKNADIOS-BEDROS XVI BATANIAN, Armenian Catholic


Catholicos-Patriarch in his Patriarchal Pastoral letter on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the massacres 1915-1965, " THE ARMENIAN TRAGEDY," addresses an appeal to the conscience of the world. Thirty five years later, that appeal did not lose anything from his actuality. I reproduce here a short part of the appeal:





“...The Armenians cannot forget that in 1915 massacres each one of them lost grandparents, parents, or close relatives, for whom they will always mourn. They would like to bring their heroism to the point of pardon. But pardon does not do away with the obligation of reparation and restitution. Furthermore, pardon can be enjoyed only on this condition. This is why the memory of their victims remains ever linked to this obligation of reparation and restitution, which they now await and which they will wait for in the future.  For the last fifty years (today almost eighty five years!) there has existed an evil to be atoned for, injured rights to be satisfied, innocent blood which cries out for justice and a crime to be obliterated. The years can never abolish these rights nor do away with these obligations.”





“From whom should they be claimed? In what do they consist? For whose benefit must they be fulfilled? How should this be done? We propose these questions:





- To the conscience of MODERN TURKEY, ...





- To the conscience of GERMANY, ...





- To the conscience of the ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, ...





- To the conscience of the INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, ...





“A MILLION AND A HALF ARMENIAN  VICTIMS  HORRIBLY MASSACRED.   ALL THE ARMENIAN PEOPLE, SHAKEN BUT NOT DISCOURAGED, AWAIT AN ANSWER." (The Armenian Tragedy, "An appeal to the conscience of the world," April 24, 1965, 39-40.)





His Eminence, RICHARD CARDINAL GUSHING, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Boston gave this courageous testimony to the newspaper "The Pilot," on


Saturday , April 24, 1965, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Armenian Genocide:





“Saturday, April 24, is the fiftieth anniversary of the ‘massacre’ of the Armenian people at the hands of the Turks.





“The Turkish violence against the Armenians lasted from 1915 to 1918. Almost 2,000,000 people were killed or deported by the Turks. The passing of years has obliterated details and new crimes that took place during World War I, and since then have tended to obscure the once happy country of the Armenians. The 1915 Armenian Massacre has these characteristics:





1) It was well planned.





2) It was unprovoked; distortions of trivialities and plain misstatements were alleged as reason for Turkish ‘retaliation’ and the suppression of ‘revolts.’





3) The Armenians had been systematically deprived of all weapons for a period before the beginning of the massacre and were utterly helpless.





“Under these circumstances they would have been helpless to revolt.  The Armenian massacre was really ‘genocide.’  It was an attempt to extinguish an entire race of people, as such.  The sole crime of the martyred people was that they were Armenians.  Minor campaigns within the larger pattern, notably anti-religious and anti-language ‘drives,’ became auxiliaries to the persecution to the extent that they furthered its political purpose.





“There is hardly any person of Armenian descent today, no matter where he lives, who was not represented by some relative on the long list of innocent people who lost their lives during the awful events of fifty years ago. The survivors and descendants have much to live up to and the civilized world at large, which seemingly treated the situation with scant compassion, has much to live down.





“On April 24th, the local Armenian people will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the massacre. Auxiliary Bishop, Thomas J. Riley of Boston, will represent me and pontificate at a Solemn High Mass. Rt. Rev. Cornelius T.H. Sherlock, Vicar general of the Archdiocese, will preach the sermon. The ceremony will take place at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross at 7:30 p.m. We hope that the Armenian people and their friends will be present in large numbers. I am sorry I cannot be with them. However, it won't be very long thereafter when I will be released from my own ‘bondage,’ as the Doctors promised." (The Pilot, Boston, Saturday, 24 April 1965.)





	These testimonies are representations of many, many others delivered throughout the years by religious Dignitaries, Intellectuals and Politicians, all of which have the same objective: To be witness and to reflect the echo of the events of 1915.


	Therefore, it is with these thoughts in mind that the Armenian Community of Greater Detroit has planned this special observance on April 24, 2000 at St. Hugo of the Hills, Roman Catholic Church, which will be followed by a "Public Act" of reverence to our Martyrs on Sunday April 30, 2000, at 2:00 p.m., at The Armenian Congregational Church hall.


	A special program reflecting upon "85 years of Denial & Injustice" will be the major focus of this commemoration. The keynote speaker at this event will be the Honorable JENNIFER GRANHOLM, Attorney General of the State of Michigan, and also guest speaker, Mr. Ross Vartian, executive Director, Armenian Assembly of Armenia.


	To honor the memory of 1.5 Million Armenian innocent victims and to prove our own conviction on Justice, Humanity, individual Dignity and human Rights, we are all, Armenian and Non-Armenian, called to participate in this 85th anniversary celebration.
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