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Please note:  I am an Armenian Orthodox Christian.  I will answer the questions from an Oriental Orthodox Christian’s perspective on this delicate subject which relates to my Church.  At the same time, I will also try to show that I understand the book’s teachings.  Due to this I will go over the 200 word count.





	Oriental Orthodox are often mistakenly considered Monophysites by many Latin Catholics and Byzantine Orthodox.  We are actually “miaphysites” following St. Cyril of Alexandria who taught the “one nature (Gk. mia physis) of God the Word.”  Miaphysitism is the belief that the Son of God has one united nature, fully God and fully Man.  We have never believed that Christ is solely Divine or that the Son of God’s humanity was “swallowed up by his divinity” as the heretic Eutyches taught.  St. Gregory of Narek, a profound medieval Armenian Church Father (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, par. #2678), explained Our Lord’s Nature to be like light and air.  Light penetrates air but neither the light nor the air are altered.  Likewise, we believe Christ’s divinity fully penetrates His humanity without either being altered or mixed.  To protect against the heresy of Nestorius who taught that Christ was two persons, Oriental Orthodox teach He has “one Nature” fully God and fully man.  The Latin and Byzantine Churches opposed our teaching because of their different understanding of the word “Nature,” resulting in division among us.]


	Monophysites followed the teaching of the monk Eutyches.  Eutyches refused to confess that Christ partook of our humanity teaching He was solely Divine.  The Oriental Orthodox (consisting of Syrian, Indian, Coptic, Ethiopian, Eritean and Armenian Orthodox), approximately one third of the Church, maintained the teaching of St. Cyril of Alexandria.  This had been made official at the Third Ecumenical Council in Ephesus in 431 and was re-proclaimed in another Council of Ephesus in 449.  Because the Roman legates were not allowed to control the Council, it was called a “Robber Council” by Pope Leo.  Since the Latin and Byzantine Churches did not understand the word "nature" as we (and St. Cyril of Alexandria) do, they called a council at Chalcedon in 451 AD and condemned Eutyches, teaching that Christ has “two natures.”  Oriental Orthodox were falsely accused of following Eutyches when actually, we too condemned him.


	Up until recent times our Churches have been divided over the word “nature.”  A short while ago, Pope John Paul II made peace with the Oriental Orthodox and together signed Joint Christological Statements saying we believe the same thing about Christ.  This has greatly helped to overcome a disagreement that had been started over 1,500 years ago.





