Praying for the Reposed in the Armenian Church





the following excerpts are from a 1973 Study on Death and 


Resurrection by Fr. Ghevont Samoorian:





"The psalms, prayers and hymns of the canon of burial [according to the Armenian Orthodox Church] indicate that our physical life on earth is a short passage of time....that is, we are transients or pilgrims."





"..,.we must anticipate and accept our condition of mortality.  However, we must not anticipate the death of our souls.  If our souls and spirits direct our ways according to the free will with which God endowed us...then we, and only we, must choose that way which will avoid our spiritual death and make us worthy of resurrection.  This is the way to mercy, expiation and the remission of sins...prelude to the last judgement."





"Within a Christian context, death must [therefore] be understood as being tantamount to oblivion.  And we can pass into this oblivion only if our souls are so unforgiveably vile and corrupt as to be unworthy of God's mercy and forgiveness."





"Since we are by nature sinners; and, in the event that we have failed to practice an acceptable Christian life...how then can we reckon with death?  Is it too late to make amends [reconcile]?  Within the limits of our mortal comprehension of the infinite mercy of the Divine..."perhaps, yes!  But for [those] whom [the deceased] has left behind...no!  We have the prerogative, if not indeed the duty, of offering prayers in behalf of the soul of the deceased.  We pray to the Holy Trinity, the intercession of the Saints and of  the Holy Mother of God; and, we request mercy and forgiveness.  We also invoke the power of the Holy Cross, the Resurrection and the redemptive power of the precious blood of Christ, for the acceptability of the reposed at the time of the final judgement for resurrection unto eternal life."





"In this way, we the living maintain a communication...with the reposed by demonstrating [our belief in the resurrection of the dead and the eternal judgement of bodies and souls] our concern for the deceased person's soul."


  


"The psalms, litanies hymns and prayers of the canon of burial indicate and indeed emphasize this concern on the part of the living.  For this reason we request requiems and grave-blessings"  And for this reason we are compelled to pray earnestly for the souls of our loved ones at any and all times.  These are not merely traditions or customs to which we adhere; but rather, are a reflection of the living dynamic of our Christian existence.


St John Chrysostom (Hovhaness Voskeperan) has said: "...if we should be able to prevail upon the Judge before the appointed day to forgive us our sins, then we need not so much as enter into the court...", while; Tertullian presents a vivid picture saying: "Indeed, she (the woman) prays for his (the husband's) soul, and requests refreshment for him meanwhile, and fellowship (with him) in the first resurrection; and, she offers (her sacrifice) on the anniversaries of his falling asleep."  





To be sure...a close examination of the Funeral Canon of the Armenian Orthodox Church will demonstrate that; not only do we offer our prayers and supplications on behalf of the reposed...but especially, in lifting up our voices in psalmody, we are in fact and in deed speaking to God IN PLACE OF the deceased.  We see this at the very beginning of the "Dahn Gark" [Canon I - the Home] Psalm 51: "O loving and kind God, have mercy. Have pity upon me and take away the awful stain of my transgressions."  This is the reposed, 


speaking through us.





Contributer’s note:


“Many Armenians (and most assuredly Eastern Orthodox] offer prayers daily, periodically or simply when the loved person comes to mind.  It seems apparant however, when found  in Western or Anglo-Saxon societies, Armenians seem to depart from or forget their pious traditions, for whatever sociological reason.  We hope that you have found this to be helpful.” -Anonymous


