To Canonize the Armenian Martyrs of 1915 Genocide 


An Outline by Rev. Fr. Zaven Arzoumanian





Introduction


	The Armenian Genocide of 1915 perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks left behind one million and one half martyrs, who were massacred in Anatolia and in the Syrian deserts during the First World War, 1915-1922, including the massacres of Smyrna.  The question of canonizing our Martyrs as a national and ecclesiastical tribute has been rehashed recently, particularly following the 90th anniversary of the Genocide and as we approach the centennial observance of the First Genocide of the 20th century.  It is our wish to see that before reaching that significant milestone in our lives, our Martyrs are canonized en mass as saints of the Armenian Church. 





Conditions


	Some justifiable approaches on the one hand, and some confusing exaggerations in the minds of religious and civic leadership on the other, have yielded little result, and simple commemoration on or around April 24 of each year is deemed sufficient for a long time, short of group sanctification of our hundreds of thousands grandparents and their families whose survivors have provided grim witnesses, and many have gradually written their own tragedies and memories. 


	There is no question about the authenticity of all docuumentations and witnesses, Armenian and foreign, that factually, even with ample photographs taken then on the spot - of the killings, support the Genocide of the Armenian people in historic Western Armenia, incorporated in the Turkish territories. 


	There are and there should be strict conditions for the Church to give proper consideration to candidates, individuals and/or groups alike, who have been witnesses of Christ in the early centuries by actually giving their lives voluntarily to the torturers and to the persecutors of Christ and Christianity, as well as to those who lived and died a natural death after living a Christ-like life, performing deeds of charity as true followers of  Christ, and as divines to whom even a miracle or two were ascribed. 


	Those conditions, however, are set for individuals rather than for groups, since we are talking about the Armenian Martyrs as a much larger group to encompass a much longer period of time and a vast diversity of locations in a large territory like Turkey.  The argument is entirely justifiable, as to how do we know ALL the martyrs were religiously sound, having believed in Christ, and having lived a moral life worthy to be considered as candidates for sainthood.  The answer is simple, we do not know definitely, since with pure assumption on our part, many were surely unworthy.  But such assumption if enforced should not cast doubt on the hundreds of thousands of martyrs who truly believed in Christ, walked through the deserts, were cruelly killed, having their religious leaders as the first rank saintly pastors of Armenian churches all over Anatolia. 





The Seminary of Armash


	The immediate targets of the Armenian Genocide were the centers of religious and educational institutions, namely, the Seminary of Armash and the intelligentsia of the Armenians in Constantinople.  The Seminary was attacked overnight, the last class was expelled, and those graduates who were serving the churches as primates and pastors were killed systematically while in office, the exact location and date, manner of torture and killing specified and verified.  This is why I am proposing that the canonization begins from Armash, the only center of Armenian Christian education and mission, and from the religious high ranking leadership, down to the lay representatives of higher education and professionals, and further to the mass of the people, young and old, who were forced to march with the single destiny to perish, thus putting all Armenian history, religion, and nation to an end. 





Armenian Church Calendar


	The only way for canonization in this case is obviously Group Canonization, like we see many instances in the ancient tradition of the Armenian Church calendar, such as "St. Vartan our Commander and his 1036 Martyrs who died in the Great Battle" (February 23, 2006).  The same is true when certain Saints are listed by name, followed by "those other disciples who were martyred."  Saints are named, but the rest of the group are mentioned as "those who were martyred with them," in which case we cannot be certain if anyone or more of those were worthy to be counted as saints, which also means that their mere martyrdom as a given fact has made them worthy to be sanctified like those saints named as their leaders. 


	Further examples are: "Saints Lucian the Priest, Tarachus, Probus, Abdronicus, Onesimus, and other Disciples of Saint Paul" (November 28, 2006)."  The Holy Fathers of Egypt Paul, the Other Paul, Marcarius, Evgrius, John the Dwarf, Nilus, Arsenius, Siseos, Daniel, Serapion, Marcarius the Elder, Poeman, and other Holy Fathers (December 7, 2006)."  "Saints Anastasius the Priest, Varus, Theodota and her sons, and those who were martyred with her" (October 30, 2006).  "Saints Athenogenes the Bishop, and the Ten Disciples and Five Martyrs" (August 1,2006). 


	Taking into consideration those two factors, "groupings" and "followers," we are confidently offered sufficient support and feasibility to treat the Canonization of the Armenian Martyrs the same way, more simply and with less complications, that is, to mention the leaders by name, who are cruelly killed while in office, and to add "those believers in Christ who were martyred with them."  The exception just made, "those believers in Christ," will safeguard the abovementioned doubt whether or not ALL the martyrs are equally worthy of sanctification.  Following this principle, which was already adopted for centuries in the Armenian Apostolic Church Calendar (Tonatsooyts), it is possible to come up with a comparatively meaningful solution to this important issue.


	Ample documentations support the killings of the clergy, the leaders and the mass carnage and massacres of the Armenian population from Constantinople to the extremities of the Turkish territories, with names, locations, dates, the cruel manners of killings, and even with photographs available in the archives around the world.  Based upon such facts, I propose the following pattern for the possible canonization of the Armenian Martyrs of 1915: 





	"In memory of the Armenian Martyrs of 1915, Saints (names as appeared below, including Komitas Vartabed who was tortured but not killed), and all those holy martyrs who believed in Christ among the one million and one half Armenian martyrs, men, women, children, who were massacred during the Armenian Genocide." 








Names of the Martyred Religious Leaders to be Canonized:





"Bishops Khosrov of Kaiseri 


Sempad of Karin Nersess of Adana 


Khoren of Gurin 


Hagop-Ashot of Egypt 


Eznik of Palu 


Vartabeds Komitas the Great 


Mugurdich of Dikranakert 


Sahak of Erznga 


Ardavazt of Edessa 


Barkev of Broussa 


Besak of Kharpert 


Shavarsh of Tokat 


Souren of Bitlis 


Kegham of Keghi 


Hamazasp of Samson 


Kevork of Trabizon 


Vartan of Mush 


Anania of Papert 


Other Vartabeds, Priests, Religious Leaders


of the Armenian Catholic and Evangelical Churches 


-And- 


All those men, women, children and their followers 


among the one and one half million of the Armenian Martyrs 


who gave their lives in the Name of Jesus Christ during the Armenian Genocide of 1915" 


�
Short Biographies of the Named Martyrs





Bishop Khosrov Behrigian:  Graduate of Armash Seminary.  Was ordained bishop in 1914 by Catholicos Gevorg V as Primate of Kaiseri, and upon his return was accused for causing revolt instigated by an enemy country.  Was imprisoned, and on his way to Diarbekir was killed by Turkish soldiers at age 46.





Bishop Sempad Saadetian:  One of the seven first graduates of Armash Seminary and classmate of Khosrov.  Was ordained bishop in 1910 by Catholicos Madteos II.  Was Primate of Karin-Erzeroom.  On June 15 of 1915 was summoned by the governor of Karin for an unknown reason.  Was accused for furnishing reports to Erznka to hastily provide ammunitions.  Following the false accusation the Bishop was deported to Erznka where he was killed by the orders of governor Mahmoud at age 44.  With him six priests were also martyred whose names are recorded (Nersess Vahanian, Makar Pekhozlian, Hmayak Mouradkhanian, Zareh Shusheian, Zarmayr Kevorkian, Houssig Kavakian). 





Bishop Nersess Danielian:  From the brotherhood of the Catholicosate of Sis, Cilicia.  Was ordained bishop in 1911 by Catholicos Sahak of Sis.  He was accused as a leader of revolt and was arrested and imprisoned in Aleppo, then was taken to Damascus.  The Bishop returned to Constantinople by the mediation of Patriarch Malachia Ormanian.  In 1914 was elected Primate of Yozgat, and five years later in 1919 was arrested with 500 intellectuals and merchants.  All were deported to Sepastia where they were martyred by the orders of governor Jemal in Kardashlari slopes in the place called Tashledere.  Bishop Nersess was a writer with the pen name of "Ssagan Vartabed". 





Bishop Khoren Timaksian:  Was born in Gurin in 1864.  Was admitted by the Sis Catholicosate where he was ordained priest in 1892.  He was ordained bishop in 1911 by Catholicos Sahak of Cilicia as the Primate of Yozgat.  In 1915 he was the Primate of Gurin where he was beheaded along with Badveli Bedros Moughalian, at age 51. 





Bishop Hagop-Ashot Papazian:  Was born in Constantinople in 1847.  Was the Primate of Egypt, and in 1915 died following tortures inflicted on him in the military prison of Smyrna, because "a report was found in his papers regarding the Massacres of Adana in 1909."





Bishop Eznik Kalpakjian:  Born in Constantinople in 1860, and was ordained priest in Armash in 1886, and later bishop in 1912 by Gevorg V Catholicos of All Armenians.  He was the Primate of Palu until 1915, where he was killed with his people. 





Martyred Vartabeds Listed Above 





Komitas Vartabed Soghomonian, the famous musicologist from the Mother See Holy Etchmiadzin.  Was arrested on April 24, 1915 and deported along with hundreds of Armenian intellectuals to the interiors of Turkey, where most of them were killed, Komitas returned to Constantinople with fatal mental disorder at age 46, and remained in mental institutions the rest of his life.  Died in France in 1935.  





Mgrtich Vartabed Chelghadian, a graduate of Armash and Primate of Diarbekir (Dikranakert).  Was arrested in 1915 with his 9 priests, Bishop Andreas Chelebian of the Armenian Catholics, and Badveli Hagop Andonian.  Mgrtich Vartabed was tortured and killed in Diarbekir in flames of gasoline poured on him, along with his 9 priests. 





Sahak Vartabed Odabashian, the first Armenian clergy to be martyred in December of 1914, while on his way to Erznka from Broussa, where he was elected as Primate.  Before his arrival to Erznka, he was cruelly killed with his followers near Sepastia, in the village known as Enderes, by the hands of Cherkez Jelal, the bodyguard of governor Mouarnmer. 





Ardavazt Vartabed Kalenderian, a graduate of Armash, a poet and a writer, was killed while in office as the Primate of Edessa, where he had embarked on significant religious, cultural, and educational activities.  He was arrested and convicted in 1915, being the leader of the resistance of his people in Edessa against 


Turkish atrocities. 





Barkev Dz. Vartabed Danielian, a graduate of Armash, was sent to Nocimedia in 1914, and later to Broussa, where he was arrested and tried for strongly resisting and refusing the Turkish authorities to confiscate the Armenian Church of Broussa to find weapons hidden in the church.  He was only 27 when killed in the Der Zor prison.  





Besak Vartabed Der Khorenian, ordained with Barkev, he was well educated in history and philology.  Was martyred in office as the Primate of Kharpert.  He was arrested, was taken away, and on his way to uncertain place was killed at age 33. 





Shavarsh Vartabed Sahakian, Primate of Sepastia first, and then of Tokat.  A graduate of Armash Seminary.  Was martyred in Ghezel Enish village, near the springs of Gun Geormez, two hours journey from Tokat, with the false intention of taking him to Sepastia. 





Souren Dz. Vartabed Kalemian, a graduate of Armash, was martyred with his people while in office as the Primate of Bitlis, at age 29.  





Kegham Vartabed Tevekelian, also a graduate of Armash, ordained with Souren.  Kegham Vartabed was killed in Keghi while in office as Primate.  He was 28. 





Hamazasp Vartabed Yeghisseian, a graduate of Armash, was martyred while in office as the Primate of Samsun and Janik.  He was 51 years old. 





Kevork Dz. Vartabed Tourian, born in Rodosto in 1872, and was ordained in Armash where he also lectured theology and philosophy.  Was the Primate of Trabizon in 1915, when deported to Karin for trial at the military court.  He sent a telegram to Constantinople about his arrest, following which nothing was heard from him. 





Vartan Dz. Vartabed Hagopian, member of St. Garabed monastery brotherhood , born in 1846, and ordained in 1880.  Was the Primate of Mush when on June 27, 1915, the Ittihad party of the Young Turks forced him and his followers to leave the city.  All walked from Mush to a village called Ali Zerrnan, where all were burned in flames of gasoline. 





Anania Dz. Vartabed Hazarabedian, born in Sepastia in 1861, was a member of the brotherhood of Jerusalem Patriarchate, ordained by Patriarch Harutiun Vehabedian in 1892.  Was Primate of both Edessa and Papert. Was martyred in Papert in 1915. 





Conclusion


	In conclusion I trust that this outline is given proper attention by the Armenian Church authorities and utilized fully or partially as deemed necessary.  In my opinion it serves its purpose fully if left as is, with names as listed, rather than abbreviated.  In any event my hope is that the pattern, following faithfully the ancient patterns as shown from the Church Calendar, can be considered feasible and proper action taken in due time.














Note:





 	This study was hand delivered by His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian to His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians as an outline suggested for consideration.  On behalf of His Holiness, Bishop Arshak Khachatrian, Chancellor of the Mother See, had sent the following letter dated December 5, 2006: 





Dear Reverend Father Arzoumanian: 





	Your recent study regarding the "Canonization of the Armenian Martyrs of 1915 Genocide" was received by His Holiness.  It was hand delivered with your covering letter of November 14, 2006 by His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian.  Herewith we are connveying to you the appreciation and the blessings of His Holiness for your careful study and informing you that, upon the recommendation of the Catholicos of All Armenians, your outline was turned over to Archbishop Yeznik Bedrossian, Chairman of the Commission of the Canonization of Saints at Mother See Holy Etchmiadzin. 





With Blessings


 Bishop Arshak Khachatrian


 Chancellor


